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MeLennan Counly District Attorney Vic Feazel[ is flanked by his admlnlstraﬂveassishnt, John Ben Sulhr left,
and his attorney, Gary mmam:on, as they Ime the Iederalt:ourﬂmme'in ‘Austin Monday

Feazell says prose

By DREW PARMA
Tribune-Herald staff writer

AUSTIN — McLennan C(mnl:y]hsu'ict

Attorney Vic Fea: ‘
hearing Monday onfederallmhery and
mail fraud charges by putting convicted
mﬂrdererllem:yl.eeanas,anassism

the day trying to prove that Assist-
ant US. AMomeyJanPattemnmmmted

a vendetta against Feazell, overstepping

her bounds in an investigation that re-
me&haccgphnghﬂbesﬁomdﬁense

attorneys in exchange for leniency for
their clients.

Lucas confessed to hundreds of homi-
cides in several states, but an investiga-

‘tion launched by Feazell and Attorney

General Jim Mattox in early 1985 dis-
credited his confessions to three McLen-
nan County murders. Lucas later re-

P ~ tracted nearly all his confessions.
Feazell's aﬁnmey Gary Richardson,

“The evndence will show that there
. Feazell because

 investigation of the Henry Lee
Lueas affair,” Richardson said. “We ex-

“—peettodevelqp . evidence that will tie
sulted in a 10-count indictment charging ‘

y to the U.S. attor-
‘to Jan Pat-

- meanor changed ...
Please see FEAZELL

utor warned
tay out of Lucas thmg

terson.”

Feazell took the stand to tell U.S. Dis-
trict Judge James Nowlin about a threat
he said was delivered by Ms. Patterson
in Cleburne, where he was trying Muneer
Deeb for his part in the 1982 Lake Waco
triple murders.

Feazensmdhewasunloatﬁngrecolﬂs
from the day's testimony in a motel
parking lot when Ms. Patterson drove up.

“At the time, I thought she wanted me
to go get a drink with her ... I wasn't
real interested,” Feazell said. “Her de-
as a passing com-
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ment, she said, ‘As a word fo the
wise, stay out of the Lucas thing.”
Feazell said he was threatened
on several occasions by Rangers,
including one occasion when he
was told that “you dragged us

getyow”
‘ And Feazell testified that when
' he met Ms. Patterson at the fede-
| ral grand jury in San Antonio,
. where Lucaswaslatertaken,she
 told him that, “I warned you to
| stay out of this thing.”

Much of Monday’s testlmony
was ftaken up by Clementine

~ Schroeder, or “Sister Clemmie," a-

Georgetown woman running a jail
ministry at the Williamson County
Jail when she befriended Lucas.
The jail became the headquarters
of the Texas Ranger task force in-
vestigating Lucas’ dozens of mur-
dwconfessmnsmthe state.
. Ms. Schroeder said that when

- Lucas was brought to Waco in

April 1985 to appear before the
Igl:and Inmy, Williamson County

thmughme mud ... I’mgomgto'

Sheriff Jim Boutwell and other
task force members became wor-
ried because they were denied ac-
cess to him. She said Boutwell
asked her to obtain a letter from
Lucas saying he was being held
against his will.

“Boutwell said those were evil

_people in Waco, that they were

working against 'the law, that Vic
Feazell was doing this all for politi-

cal gam and that we must rescue
him,” said Ms. Schroeder. “I felt it
was my responsibility to get Henry
Lee Lucas out of Waco and save
the task force.”

Ms. Schroeder iestified that
Boutwell enlisied the help of Ms.
Patterson fo get Lucas out of the
custody of Mclennan County au-
thorities. Ms. Schroeder said she
attended a meeting in Georgetown
with Boutwell, Ms. Patterson, then-
Dej of Public Safety head
Jim Adams and Capt. Bob Prince
of the task force, among
others. She said Boutwell told her
that Ms. Patterson was there “to
support the task force.”
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Feazell had subpoenaed Lucas
to testify today at the hearing, but
Rlehardsonsald“thereisanorder
right now denying that right, but
we probably will re-urge it.” =

Richardson said he expects to
call eight witnesses today and
Assistant U.S. Attorney Leroy

Morgan Jahn said the government
will call about three or four mt-
nesses.

Nowlin also heard arguments
Monday on motions to move Fea-
zell's ftrial to Waco from Austin
and to suppress a warrant used to
search Feazell's house, office, stor-

" age building and car. He promised
- to rule onthemononsbefurethe‘

end of the week.
Richardson argued that | Feazei]

 could not afford the extra expense

of a trial in Austin, placing the
extra cost at between $20,000 and
$100,000. Nowlin asked Richardson
to come up with figures to com-
parethe(:bstsbeforeheruleson
the motion. <

Feazell’s trial is schednled‘
begin May 26 in Austin. ‘




