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Vic Feazell (center) prepares to enter federal court for day one of his trial

Judge questions relevance,

legallty of Feazell defense

By TOMMY WITHERSPOON
Tribune-Herald staff wn!er

_ AUSTIN — US. District Judge
James. Nowlin on

Tuesday limited
%mmmm of Henry ZeeLucas dur-

the federal trial of McLennan
D:stncﬁ Attorney Vic Fea-

Nowlm also questioned the legal-
lty and relevance of Feazell's de-
fense in his racketeering and mail
fraud trial, which began Tuesday.
Feazell maintains the charges are
retaliatory.

Before a federal jury of seven
men and five women and three alter-
nate jurors were selected, Nowlin
granted a government motion re-
guiring Feazell's attorney to seek the
Judge’s approval before mentioning
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“Is that a leg“s]‘ﬂefense"" Nowlin
asked Feazell's attorney, (
ardson of Tulsa, Okla. “What reIe~
vance does this Lucas matter have
in the defense? All the defense would
be is that he made law enforcement
people mad at him.

“I have some trouble with the de-
fense of retaliation. Generally speak-
ing, to bring out the Lucas matter to
answer the chargm in the indictment
— my position is it is not relevant,”
Nowlin said. :

Richardson told Nowlin the
brief hearing thab; Feazell’s cla:m of

being the target of a federal witch
hunt after a McLennan County grand
jury discredited many of Lucas’
murder confessmns 1s the “heart of

©  the defense.”

- “Judge, areyuu tellhlgﬂlis defend
ant he can't use his SIIongest de-

But later, Richardson said the
judge’s rulmg will not “cripple® his
case. He indicated that he will make
the Lucas investigation and the re-
sulting embarrassment to law en-
forcement agencies a relevant issue
in Feazell’s trial.

Feazell, 35, is on trial in Austin on
charges he accepted bribes to dis-
miss criminal cases and sent fraudu-
lent case disposition reports to law
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enforcement agencies. He is
charged in a 10-count indictment
with two counis of racketeering
and eight counts of mail fraud.

The judge has given an hour for
opening statements to both Rich-
ardson and Assistant U.S. Attorney
Jack Frels. Statementts 0&? sched-
‘uled to begin at 8 a.m. y.

Durmggjmury selection Tuesday,

\Frels read the indictment to pro-

spective jurors and a list of at
least 76 potential wnmsses against
Feazell

The list included Waco attor-
neys Don Hall, Dick Kettler, Dick
Clark, Ron Moody and Ken Crow;
at least 14 of Feazell's former and
current assistant prosecutors; FBI
and Department of Public Safety
agents; elected county officials;
representatives from county finan-
cial institutions; and defendants
whose cases were dismissed after
reportedly paying bribes to Fea-

zell or inflated legal fees to the.n'
attorneys.

Richardson read a list of poten
tial witnesses that included Janet
Kettler, wife of attorney Dick Ket-
tler; Jerome Sobel, a Waco phar-
macxst Attorney General Jim
Mattox; Lucas; Lucas friend,
Clemem:me Schroeder Feazell's
former attorney, Jeff Kearney of
Fort Worth; and Feazell.

Nowlin said Tuesday the trial
should last from three to four
weeks.
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