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> : now a pri-
vate fire and explosives consultant
in Duncanville. A

3

noting that he has seen at least 20
burn vietims found in a variety of
positions during his career.
==Fdyni kno%,_bow many burn
mxcptgn'ts 1gmtu ha '; to see to be an
expert, but T can't make anything
out of the positions of the bn@iEs,g’
Gilmore told defense attorneys
Lynn Malone and Charles M.
MecDonald. i

Gilmore said he is unsure
‘whether the boys were conscious
when the fire started. But Jason’s
body being found in the back cor-

ner of the shed is consistent with

someone trying to escape from a
fire and running as far away from
the flames as possible, he said.
_He could net explain the position
of Joby, found lying in the center
of the shed with his head near
what proseeution experts said was
the source of a second blaze.
Gilmore said he was uncertain if
two fires were set or whether burn
patterns nine feet away from the
fire’s point of origin were merely a
continuation of the fire.

He also said he could draw no
conclusions as to whether the shed
doors were open or closed.

Durm%'1 Cross-examination Gil-
more, aiier examining electroni-
cally enhanced photographs of the
door area pointed out by Feazell,
said the right door appeared to
?_aveheeu closed at the time of the

ire.
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Jn other defense testimony, Les
Burks, a captain in the Fort Worth
Fire Department, testified on

statistics showing that 9-year-old
white males set the majority of

res of those set by children
‘than 15.

who heads a program to
uveniles from seifing
20 percent of the chil-
dren in his program use flamma-
ble liquids in fires they set.

Feazell asked Burks during
cross-examination if his statistics
indicate the “number of parents
who murder their children in
fires.” Burks said no.

Gene Firmin of 516 Angel Fire
Drive told Malone that when he
moved to the Grafs’ neighborhood
in 1981, Jason and Joby could best
be described as “incorrigible.” The
boys were “prone to be looking for
trouble, foul-mouthed and unruly,
with no respect for authority,” Fir-

He allowed the boys to play with
his children at first, Firmin said,
but soon told them they were no
longer welcome on his property.
Jason often would club cats with
sticks and then run away and hide,
said Firmin, desecribing the boy as
“a disruptive influence on the
neighborhood kids.”

By the spring of 1986, however,
‘both boys had matured and were
“acceptable playmates” for his
boys, he said. “They didn't cuss as
much for one thing, and they were
not as prone to start fights or

cause trouble.” ;

‘Graf was “very firm, but very
fair” with the boys and seemed to
be a positive influence on them,
Firmin said.

Graf’s former wife, Clare
‘Gerdes, the boys’ mother, has tes-
tified that Graf was like a “drill
sergeant” with the boys,
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